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SCHOOL MAINTENANCE 
Grievance 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton) [9.24 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Education and Training.  I rise 
today, in part, to record progress on a major government program, but to grieve to the minister about the 
importance of embedding into the culture of the Department of Education and Training a sustainable 
maintenance program that will not see the State go through stops and starts in the maintenance of schools.  In 
particular, I want to bring the attention of the House and the minister to three high schools that service my 
electorate: Willetton Senior High School in Willetton, Lynwood Senior High School in Parkwood and 
Rossmoyne Senior High School on the borders of Willetton, Bullcreek and Rossmoyne.  Rossmoyne Senior 
High School also services the electorate of the member for Murdoch, but between 55 and 60 per cent of the 
students at Rossmoyne Senior High School come from my electorate. 

In the memory of people who have lived in my district for 15 to 20 years, the current Minister for Education and 
Training was the first to tour schools in the district with the local member.  I know, therefore, that this Minister 
for Education and Training has an understanding of the importance of education to my community. 

I want to give the House some background.  There are 5 000 high school students in my electorate.  It is a 
community in which education is the number one social and long-term economic priority for the community and 
for individual families.  As I said, the district has the icon school - Rossmoyne Senior High School - and those 
other two schools which, at times, are underrated and in the shadow of that icon.  One need look only at the 
programs in sciences and maths that Willetton Senior High School runs and has success with on a national and 
international stage to see how underrated those schools are.  Members may have noticed in last Saturday’s The 
West Australian that Willetton Senior High School was offering scholarships for basketball.  Schools do not get 
the capacity to deliver those kinds of programs to the local and wider community without having developed a 
sound basis for education culture.  Willetton Senior High School has done that; so too has Lynwood Senior High 
School.  The Minister for Education and Training is aware that Lynwood Senior High School is a leader in the 
vocational education and training program.  Some of the work it is doing is quite groundbreaking.  I have a short 
time today to bring that background of education as the number one priority to the community to the attention of 
the minister. 

Last year I announced, on behalf of the Minister for Education and Training, the commencement of the 
Operation Refresh program at Rossmoyne Senior High School.  It was the first time in nearly 10 years that funds 
had been allocated and spent on major capital refurbishment works at Rossmoyne Senior High School.  The 
previous Government had allocated $2 million as a dividend to Rossmoyne Senior High School from the sale of 
AlintaGas.  However, people in my community do not want maintenance programs, refurbishment programs, 
renewal programs or new capital works programs based on the sale of public assets.  I can say to the minister 
very clearly that they are not interested in major maintenance programs and major capital works in infrastructure 
based on events that occur once in every 10 years, and investment based on the sale of public assets.  I am not 
talking about whether the sale of AlintaGas was a good or bad thing.  I am not so much concerned about the 
debate on the sale of public assets.  What I am really concerned about is the fact that there have not been 
sustained major capital works or maintenance programs for my schools over the past decade.   

I was thrilled to be involved in the announcement of Operation Refresh as that program delivered immediate 
funds not only to Rossmoyne Senior High School for its urgent maintenance program, but also $55 000 to 
Willetton Senior High School for external painting and carpet and vinyl cover replacement, and $50 000 to 
Lynwood Senior High School for similar refurbishment work.  That injection of funds was welcome, timely and 
applauded by the community.  In fact, the parents and citizens associations and principals of all those schools 
acknowledged that the school communities would be overjoyed and would welcome that investment.  In my 
view, we must now meet the reasonable expectation of the community that the Department of Education and 
Training will consider this maintenance program to be an essential, long-term and yearly event for all schools 
throughout the State.  I used the three schools in my electorate as an example of this program not only because I 
represent them but also because in many ways Rossmoyne, Willetton and Lynwood are icon schools.  I ask the 
Minister for Education and Training to indicate to the House and the community that the Government can sustain 
what it has started.  There is no doubt that the community applauds this measure.  It wants to know that this will 
be a sustainable program that will continue into the future for all communities.   

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Minister for Education and Training) [9.31 am]:  I thank the member for 
Riverton for bringing this issue to the Parliament.  It is a significant issue that sits fairly and squarely with the 
Department of Education and Training.  I will begin my reply to this grievance in similar terms to the response I 
gave to the previous member.  Western Australia is a vast State that has 800 or 900 government schools, many of 
which are old and in need of major work.  Mr Speaker, you have such schools in your electorate, as I am sure do 
all members.  I know that I have some in my electorate.  I have impressed upon the Department of Education and 
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Training the need to recognise that when parents take their children to a school, they expect first of all that 
programs, behaviour management and discipline procedures are in place and so on.  Another extremely 
important thing they expect is that the physical resources of the school will be commensurate with what they are 
told is happening in the classroom; that is, they will be in excellent condition.  They do not expect to go to a 
school and find parts of the ceiling falling down, as occurred at Rossmoyne Senior High School.   

In our first year of government - 2001 - Rossmoyne Senior High School won a national award run by The 
Australian newspaper.  Rossmoyne Senior High School was voted the best school in Australia in a competition 
that included government and non-government schools from every State of Australia.  Unfortunately in Western 
Australia, the rest of the media underplayed that achievement because the award had been offered by The 
Australian newspaper.  What a mighty achievement that was.  Rossmoyne Senior High School beat the 
wealthiest private schools in Sydney.  It was voted to be better than those schools.   

When I visited Rossmoyne Senior High School I received a lot of information about the physical condition of 
that school.  No major work had been done on that school for about eight or nine years.  When I did the research 
I found, much to the embarrassment of the member for Murdoch, that under successive coalition Governments 
nothing had ever been done in a major capital works sense at Rossmoyne Senior High School.  Perhaps it was 
coincidental that it was only under Labor Governments that any work of any nature had been done at that school.  
I use that example to typify the situation.  The teachers of that school are brilliant; they run brilliant programs.  
However, they looked around the school and wondered about their working environment.  That became a major 
focus of attention within the Department of Education and Training, not just for Rossmoyne Senior High School 
but also for every school.  The problem is the size of the issue; it is enormous.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  I pass on an accolade to the minister and the department for what has happened at Mt Lawley.  
It was a tremendous job.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I thank the Minister for Health for his comment.   

Mr J.H.D. Day:  Another good coalition promise that is being put into effect by the Labor Government.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I acknowledge that the previous Government did some good things.  All Governments 
do some good things, but it is a matter of how many good things are done, how often and whether they are 
consistent.  Governments must be committed to this issue.  That is what the member for Riverton is seeking.  We 
should not just provide one-off funding for works at Rossmoyne Senior High School, but consistency across the 
board.  That is what the Government must do.  All Governments will have to grapple with this problem, not just 
this Government.   

The Government was confronted with a growing maintenance backlog with increased levels of fault 
maintenance.  That reduced the amount of money available for other maintenance works, because the department 
was consistently dealing with things that were coming out of nowhere.  Funding for the maintenance of 
government schools has increased from $44 million in 1996 to $60.7 million in 2003.  That is a 37 per cent 
increase.  That amount started to climb in the last couple of years of the previous Government.  Members can 
guess why that occurred.  This Government has committed to spend an extra $10 million over four years over 
and above that growth to bring maintenance back to an acceptable level.  That is locked into the forward 
estimates.  In fact, the Government has a $40 million secondary school refurbishment program over the four 
years, as well as primary school programs.  That is locked into the forward estimates, so that wild variations in 
the amount spent on maintenance will cease.  The trick is to get ahead of the game.  If one is constantly playing 
catch-up by just dealing with the faults that occur from day to day, one will never get anywhere.  That amount is 
rising.  To try to counteract that to some extent, the Government spent more on school security and a large 
amount on school fencing.  That has reduced the incidence of vandalism and damage to schools and has 
therefore liberated money to be spent elsewhere, as well as enabling the discretionary maintenance budget to 
grow.  As a result of the internal savings that resulted from the fencing program - some of that was covered by 
RiskCover - the Government was able to reinvest in Operation Refresh.  Not everybody warms to the title of the 
program.  Off the top of my head, it provided $6 million to spruce up our schools; to paint the exteriors and 
replace carpets and lino, which in some schools are absolutely shocking.  Members would not put up with it in 
their homes.   

Mr J.H.D. Day:  If you are so concerned about all these issues, and it is highly appropriate that you are, why not 
take all the information off the Department of Education and Training web site, which gave the public some 
good information about these problems?   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I am not aware that happened.  I can find out.  I think the member for Darling Range 
would agree that I am not involved in any conspiracy to cover up what is going on in our government schools.  I 
am happy to respond to issues as they arise and to do my best.  I am not trying to cover up anything.  I am saying 
that this is a basic issue about the level of funding of our government schools.  This Government is increasing 
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that funding by four per cent this year, which, as the member said, is 1.6 per cent in real terms.  Governments 
must get ahead of the game.  This Government is spending a lot of money on programs in recognition that the 
infrastructure base needs a lot of work.  That is why the Government has locked into the forward estimates some 
extra money for maintenance.  The Operation Refresh money will continue to be recycled, because savings will 
be made from improved security and, therefore, on insurance.  I thank the member for Riverton for bringing this 
matter to the House.  It is a very important issue for Western Australia and its children.  
 


